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The Centre for Biomedical Ethics and Law of the Catho-
lic University of Leuven, Belgium is pleased to present 
to you this website on Patient Rights Legislation in all 25 
EU Member States. The research in preparation of this 
website has been performed in the framework of the Eu-
roGentest project. This is a fi ve-year European Commis-
sion funded program that aims to develop the necessary 
infrastructure, tools, resources, guidelines and proce-
dures that will lead to the establishment of harmonized, 
qualitative genetic services in Europe. Within EuroGen-
test our team is responsible for the legal aspects.
Harmonization of the technical aspects of genetic ser-
vices in Europe requires a legal framework that respects 
the cultural, religious, philosophical and other domestic 
characteristics of a given country and its population(s), 
but at the same time conforms to basic and universally 
accepted human rights. It is a permanent challenge to 
continuously supervise the legal developments regarding 
the promotion and protection of the rights of patients and 
users of health services and to make the results of our 
research publicly available. This website aims to contri-
bute to this.

Patient Rights in the EU 

A general overview of the National Patient Rights
Legislation in Europe

http://www.europatientrights.eu
http://www.europeanpatientrights.eu



THE CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
BIOMEDICINE

This section provides information on the Convention on 
Human Rights and Biomedicine itself. Also the text of 
the Convention can be found here.

Several facts concerning the Convention are explained. 
Through a table it is made clear which EU Member States 
have already signed and which have ratifi ed the Conven-
tion and when they signed and/or ratifi ed.
The purpose and objects of the Convention are men-
tioned. 
An overview is given of the different patient rights pro-
tected by the Convention itself.
And also the different additional protocols are listed, to-
gether with a table showing which EU Member States 
are party to these protocols.

EU-MEMBER STATES: NATIONAL PATIENT 
RIGHTS LEGISLATION

The 27 EU Member States are divided into three groups: 
the Member States which have signed and ratifi ed the 
Convention (13), the Member States which have signed, 
but not yet ratifi ed the Convention (8) and the Member 
States which did not sign, nor ratifi y the Convention (6).
For each individual EU Member State information is 
available on the national legislation on the protection of 
patient rights. 
This information can be found in the following catego-
ries: general information, the right to informed consent, 
the right to information about his/her health, the rights 
regarding the medical fi le, the right to privacy, the right 
to complain and compensation and the rights of users of 
genetic services.
If a certain right is regulated extensively in the national 
legislation, this right will also be worked out more ex-
tensively.
If available, also a link can be found to an english trans-
lation of the national patient rights legislation.

TYPES OF PATIENT RIGHTS LEGISLATION

The national patient rights legislation through the Euro-
pean Union shows several similarities.
Therefore it is possible to categorize these national 
patient rights laws into three groups:
1. Special (single patient rights law) versus Split (rights 
embedded in different laws)
2. Horizontal (Civil Law) versus Vertical (Public Law) 
approach. In the Horizontal Approach a further distinc-
tion is made between “Legal” (well defi ned actionable 
rights) and “Quasi-legal” rights (obligation imposed on 
healthcare providers).
3. “The nominate treatment contract model” (‘treatment 
contract’ as specifi c contract for services) versus “the 
innominate treatment contract model” (no specifi c treat-
ment contract as a contract for services).


